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v The Scottish Highlands consist of rocky slopes, the upper portions
c which are bare; the lower slopes are covered with heather and
xfier moor growth. The valleys are usually steep-sided, while the
more level areas contain frequent bogs. The old hard rocks of which
they are composed, combined with a cool, moist climate, lead to soils
which are unsuited for cultivation except where mixed by glacial
action. Thus the area is poorly suited for the raising of crops, and
even good pasturage is largely lacking. The chief value of these high-
lands at present seems to be as game preserves. They are also pic-
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turesque and in places beautiful, thus laying the basis for a tourist
industry. Considering their slight economic value, it is not surprising
that they support a sparse and declining population.

The eastern and western coasts of these highlands present some
interesting contrasts. To the west is a rocky fiorded coast, fringed
by numerous islands. In its general characteristics it closely resembles
the coast of Norway. Unlike Nprway, however, it lacks forests and
has only limited amounts of water power. Important towns are lack-
ing, and it supports a very sparse population. On the other hand,
the eastern coast is bordered by a narrow coastal plain, and although